
FROM THE TOP

Mother Nature is merciless. She is powerful and undefeated.

This year was a great test for our industry. Lack of rains and water restrictions 
put turf under great stress.  Extended periods of stress will lead to turf loss 
and reduced efficacy of lawn controls across the spectrum. One of the most 
economical and agronomically beneficial ways to re-introduce density of turf 
is to aerate and overseed. While this is not a complete lawn renovation, it is 
a great way to build density and thin areas and thicken already established 
areas. Additional benefits of this include alleviation of compaction, thatch 
management, increased water, oxygen, and nutrients into a rootzone.

Trying to communicate some of the issues we face throughout a season can be 
difficult, as seasonal changes, and extreme weather conditions persist, making 
recovery less likely and controls less effective. Cornell University PhD Frank 
Rossi put some of the moisture deficits in Cornell’s “ShortCutt” turf newsletter 
that says:

“Dry conditions continue with most areas in significant deficits this past week 
and in comparison, to normal (30 yr. avg.) the Northeast is 4” below and 10” 
below 2021 record rainfall. Some rainfall will ease drought conditions in wetter 
areas, but drought persisted or worsened in areas that missed significant rains. 
Extreme drought conditions persist along the southern New England coast that 
have received less than half of normal rainfall over the last 3 months, and only 
about 50 to 65 percent of normal in the last half-year, which is 9 to 11 inches less 
than normal. Weeds are the big story in areas that have received some rainfall 

but not enough to get turfgrass actively growing. Large populations of crabgrass, goosegrass, stilt grass, and nutsedge continue 
to expand and will begin flowering soon. Control programs should consider the impact of any herbicide on seeding. If using 
broadleaf weed control, consider making an application soon to actively growing weeds and then prepare for seeding 2-3 
weeks following application”.

In addition to mother nature’s forces, we also continue to navigate issues affecting consumers, and small businesses 
everywhere across the industry. Rising prices across the board, we unfortunately will be having to have an additional 9% 
increase on our Lawn Care Program and other programmed services.

Our labor rate on irrigation service and repair will be increasing to $85.00/hr. plus parts. We understand this may cause some 
people to cancel services based on pricing alone or perceived value. We do not do this lightly, and as business owners know, 
these decisions are excruciating, especially after such a nasty year. In the interest of keeping CMS Landscaping competitive 
and viable it is a necessary evil. CMS has been honored to be part of the greater Holyoke communities, serving all of The 
Pioneer Valley and North Central CT.

I want to give great thanks and appreciation to all our customers who continue to partner with us to care for their properties. 
To our employees who worked very hard and faced adversity environmental and otherwise, Thank you!
We continue to work and reflect on this seasons climatic and organizational challenges we face moving forward and will 
continue to improve our lawn care service as part of our turf management program.

If you prepay before January 1st, you will get a 5% prepay discount.  Please take advantage of this as industry prices are 
unfortunately only going one way, UP!

Thanks for reading!

Bob & Matt Cameron

2022-2023 
RENEWAL 

40 YEARS 1974-2014



Don’t forget to check us out on Facebook!
 www.facebook.com/cmslandscaping
Don’t forget to check us out on Facebook!
 www.facebook.com/cmslandscaping

ANNUAL FOOD DRIVE
Once again, we will be collecting nonperishable food 
items during our Lawn Care 5 and Sprinkler Drain 
visits to benefit Kate’s Kitchen in Holyoke. We will 

make our usual courtesy call to let you know when we 
will be coming out, and if you would like to make a 

food donation, just leave it in a bag near your door and 
we will pick it up during our visit.  Each and every year 
we are overwhelmed at the generosity of our customers 

who reach out to help their neighbors in need.   
Thank you SO MUCH!  

  FROM ELAINE’S CORNER OF THE WORLD
Hard to believe we are starting to close out our 48th season and already planning 

and working on our 49th! It’s just CRAZY.  
Spring and Summer here in RI was wonderful.  The temps were in the 90’s 

in July but there is always a breeze so being outside for short periods is a bit 
more bearable.   Of course, we were away last spring and summer, so we had a 
lot to catch up on in the yard this year, but I did manage to plant a little veggie 
garden and got marginal results.  Next year I am going to focus on getting our 
hydroponics system back up and running (took this year off) and do some more 

container gardening as that seemed to do well this year.  Being on a well in a drought situation, we have our watering 
priorities, and the lawn is not even in the top 5 so it, like everyone else’s, was toast!  Hot temps and very little rain had 
the lawn in dormancy most of July and August, but with the recent rain and cooler temps it is greening up nicely. Our 
mower will be back in action next week for another month or so and then on to the snowblower – ARGH!

Lots of things happening in the next few weeks at CMS.  Our annual food drive to benefit Kate’s Kitchen and the 
SNOPEN Golf Tournament are coming up, but you’ll hear more about them elsewhere in this Curb Appeal. I hope you 
all enjoy the fall weather and have a blessed holiday season.  We’ll see you in the spring.

Back by popular demand! CMS Landscaping 
is proud to invite you to join us at the 
SNOPEN our annual golf tournament, 
for this year’s charity The Epilepsy 
Foundation of New England!  This fun 
9-hole tournament will be held on Sunday 
November 6, 2022.  Starting time is 10 a.m. 
at the Holyoke Country Club, 2 Country 
Club Rd, Holyoke. Tickets are $80.00 and 
includes 9 holes of golf, a golf cart, and 
dinner. We will hold a raffle with some 
fabulous prizes! So, get ready to tee off 
with us.  Call, text, or email us to reserve 
your cart today!  FORE!!

SNOPEN – GOLF TOURNAMENTSNOPEN – GOLF TOURNAMENT

We are very pleased to welcome Francis Ahern and Glen Ryan, both from Holyoke, to the Silver Plus Club.  We 
have had the pleasure of serving their properties for more than 25 years.  The most exciting part for me is that 
the club membership list keeps growing.  Thank you so much for trusting us with your landscape year after year.  
We really appreciate it.


